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Abstract 

The prevalence of child street hawking is the most pervasive violation of child’s rights in most 

African countries, particularly Nigeria. It is a topical issue that deserves proper consideration 

and discourse as it affects child’s education. The study examined child street hawking and 

educational component of Sustainable Development Goals in Aba urban, Abia State, Nigeria. 

The study also examined the factors that encouraged child street hawking in the study area. 

Cross-sectional survey design was employed. The population of the study was 498,260, adult 

of 18 years and above. The proportionate sampling technique was used to select the sample 

size of 1,108. The instruments for data collection were questionnaire and in-depth interview 

(IDI). Data collected from the questionnaire were analyzed using Statistical Package for 

Social Sciences (SPSS). Chi-square (x
2
) statistic was used to test the relationship between the 

variables at 0.05 level of significance.  The study revealed that poverty is the major factor in 

child street hawking and it is a major challenge in the attainment of educational component of 

SDGs in most African States, particularly, Nigeria. Low income and low education persons 

are more favorably disposed to child street hawking than their respective counterparts at 0.05 

level of significances. The study recommends that government intervention programs are 

necessary to curb the menace of child street hawking in the study area. 
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Introduction 

Child Street hawking remains a major challenge in Africa, especially in Nigeria and Aba, 

Abia State in particular, where parents and guardians use their children and wards as economic assets 

to augment family income. Some children in this area were dispatched to the streets and motor parks 

as part of the efforts to augment family income and improve the economic status of their parents or 

guardians (Nduka & Duru, 2014). The International Labour Organization has estimated that over 200 

million children aged 5 to 17 are engaged in child labour (UNICEF, 2012). Over 10 million of these 

children live and work on the streets and this number has increased with global population growth and 

rural- urban migration (International Labour Organization, 2006).  

The prevalence of child street hawking and its threat to socio- economic and political life of the 

people of Aba in recent times has attracted international concern. Essentially, there have been many 

declarations and conventions, including the International Labour Organization (ILO), Conventions on 

the Elimination of Child Labour, the ILO Declaration of Fundamental Principles and Right at Work, 

and the UNICEF Declaration of Rights of Children (Malik, 2010; Amoo, Ola-David, Ogunrinola & 

Fadayomi, 2012). All the provisions of the conventions and declarations are geared towards protecting 

the child from any work or employments capable of causing harm to his/her development physically, 

emotionally, socially and otherwise. 
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  Nigeria domesticated the International Convention on Child’s Rights, through the passage of 

the Child’s Rights Act (CRA) No 26 of 2003.  The Act provides a framework for implementation of 

key principles related to the right of children (Ayua & Okagbue as cited in Anyaogu, 2017).  

 Qualitative education is one of 17 Global Goals that make up the 2030 Sustainable 

Development Goals. Achieving inclusive and quality education for all reaffirms the belief that 

education is one of the most significant and proven vehicles for sustainable development and nation 

building. This goal ensures that all girls and boys complete free primary and secondary schooling by 

2030. It also aims to provide equal access to affordable vocational training, and to eliminate gender 

and wealth disparities with the aim of achieving universal access to a quality higher education (MDGs 

Report 2015).  

 

Statement of Problem 

 Child street hawking is exploitative and harmful to the child’s physical, Social, cognitive and 

moral development (Anyaogu, 2017). Parents and guidance engage their children and wards for 

economic asserts to augment family income which tend to impair their academic performance in 

school. 

The Abia State government has provided several legislations geared toward child protection, through 

Abia State Child’s Right Law, 2006, including the prohibition of buying, selling, hiring or otherwise 

dealing in children for the purpose of hawking or begging for alms or prostitution, unlawful sexual 

intercourse with a child, other forms of sexual abuse and exploitation (Abia State Child’s Right Law, 

2006: 13). Since, children are the raw material for the achievement of education for all by 2030 which 

is the major target for sustainable development goal4, there is the need to curb the prevalence of child 

street hawking.  Indeed, in spite of government effort in providing legislation to curb the menace of 

child street hawking in Aba and other urban centers in Abia State, the problem tends to persist. 

However, the prevalence and factors responsible for the problem remains to be ascertained, hence the 

need for the study. 

 

Objectives of the Study. 

The general objective of this study is to investigate child street hawking and educational 

component of sustainable development goals in Aba urban, Abia State, Ngeria. The specific 

objectives are as follow: 

1. To ascertain the factors that encourage child street hawking in Aba. 

2. To find out the socio-economic consequences of child street hawking in Aba.  

 

Study hypothesis 

       i)Persons with low education are more likely to be favourably disposed to child street 

 hawking than those with higher education. 

       ii)Persons with low income are more likely to be favourably disposed to child street        

       than persons with higher income. 
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Literature Review Conceptual clarification  
      The United Nations Convention on child’s rights defines a child as a person below the age of 18 

years, unless under the law applicable to the child age of maturity is attained earlier (Ayua & 

Okagbue as cited in Anyaogu, 2017). Child’s Rights Act (CRA), already domesticated in Abia State 

in 2006 defines a child as anyone less than 18 years of age. This is therefore the official definition in 

this study. Ekpenyong and Sibiri (2011) define street hawking as selling or offering for sale of any 

article on the street.  Child street hawking is an activities of moving goods around on the streets and 

busy road for sale by person below the age of 18 years (Anyaogu, 2017). 

      Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present without comprising 

the ability of the future generations to meeting their own needs (www.sd.commision.org.uk). It also 

means living within our environmental limits; meeting the needs of all people in existence and future 

communities; promoting individual wellbeing, social cohesion and inclusion; and creating equal 

opportunity. Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are a universal call to action to end poverty, 

protect the planet and ensure that all people enjoy peace and prosperity (www.undp.org). Education 

component of SDGs means the educational elements in the SDG4, which has 10 targets encompassing 

many different aspect of education. 

 

Overview of child street hawking 

Child street hawking is an aspect of child labour which is our focus in this study. It is one 

aspect of child labour, which has been growing in many Nigerian cities and towns in recent, times 

(Salawu & Adeleye, 2010).  Essentially, child labour is exploitative and injurious to the physical, 

social, cognitive and moral development of the child. It occurs when children especially young ones, 

are exposed to long hours of work in a dangerous or unhealthy environment, with too much 

responsibility for their age at the expense of their schooling (UNICEF, 2001).The concern of these 

children is that they are working for their survival, and are supporting their families or guardians 

(Nduka & Duru, 2014).  

UNICEF (2005) has estimated that there are 100 to 200 million child labourers across both 

industrialized and developing countries. Estimates for Africa shows that 20% of children between the 

age of 10 and 14 are involved in child street hawking. Nigeria alone is estimated to have between 12 

million child labourers.  This implies that the number will be higher if the statutory age of 18 is used 

as benchmark. This is significantly expressed in child street hawking. 

 

  

Child Street Hawking and Educational Component of Sustainable Development Goals in Aba Urban, Abia 

State, Nigeria 
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Socio – Economic Factors and Child Street Hawking 
UNICEF (2004) posits that parents in low income households, because of poverty, cannot 

afford to provide for the education, nourishment and health related inputs of members of the 

household. Consequently, children from such households are compelled to contribute to family 

welfare by engaging in trading activities. Many studies have shared a similar view by identifying a 

link between parents with marginal incomes and the imperative to push children into work so as to 

supplement family income (Crosson, 2008; Salawu & Adekeye, 2010). 

The number of children in the family is related to the likelihood of child maltreatment and 

support for child street hawking. The larger the family, the greater the risk of involving children in 

child labour, which may be expressed in street hawking, especially, when their socio-economic status 

is low. Some families who cannot afford the high cost of house rent in a healthy environment are 

forced to live inurban slums, which further exposes them to numerous health and environmental 

hazards, and poor education (Ugochukwu, Okeke, Onubogu, & Edokwe, 2012; Olutunde, 2013). 

Socially, children can experience negative effects on their educational development and 

performance. Illiteracy, low school attendance and low enrolment have developmental and 

performance implications and have been attributed to child street hawking (Charles & Charles, 2004). 

The authors further opined that learning difficulty contributes to male drop out and as a result, leads to 

hawking among school pupils. A child who sees himself not coping or strong headed with classroom 

activities, like tests and examinations, due to the stress of hawking, sees himself/herself as an 

intellectual failure and the only option available to him/her is to keep out of school.  

Ekpenyong and Sibiri (2011) carried out a study on street trading and child labour in 

Yenegoa, Bayelsa State. The study sought to explain the basis of child labour, its causes and its 

effects on its victims and society as a whole. They found out that hawking is a significant aspect of 

child labour and is engaged in by children to augment family income.  Ninety eight percent of the 

respondents were from very poor families opening the door to survival driven occupations.  

 

Educational Component of Sustainable Development Goals  

Sustainable Development Goals are global framework to achieve a better and more 

sustainable future for all in the year 2030. They seek to address global challenges; namely; poverty, 

inequality, climate, environmental degradation, prosperity and peace and justice through quality 

education (www.sd.commission.org.uk).  

The overall conclusion of the MDGs was that weak progress had been achieved and goals not met 

(End-point Report 2015). It is on the above premise that necessitated the search for a more holistic 

and encompassing approach that will consolidate and accelerate the gains; and address the outstanding 

challenges in the area where little progress has been made. The SDGs are initiated as a veritable 

platform, in line with the broad guideline provided by the United Nation for improving some of the 

worrisome aspect of human development indicators that continue to threaten peace, stability and 

development in the developing countries, particularly Nigeria. 

Sustainable Development Goal4- achieving qualitative education is the focus of this study; 

and is one of the 17 global goals and 169 associated targets that make up the 2030 agenda for 

sustainable development. The SDG4 has 10 targets encompassing many different aspect of education. 

Realizing an inclusive and qualitative education for all reaffirmed the assertion that education is one 

of the most significant and proven vehicle for sustainable development and nation building. This goal 

ensures that all girls and boys engage in the provision of free primary and secondary schooling by 

2030. It also aimed to provide access to affordable vocational training; and eliminate gender and 

wealth disparities with the aim to achieving universal access to a quality higher education (End-point 

Report 2015) 
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Child street hawking and Challenges of SDG4 

Education is the common denominator in all SDGs; indeed, it is one of the major drivers of 

sustainable development goals. This is more reason goal4 is centered on obtaining quality education 

to improving quality of life and access to inclusive education. Achieving quality education to all 2030 

is a laudable one, which all nations have striven to realize. Nonetheless, its achievement in Sub-

Sahara Africa is being threatened by many factors that vary from one country to the other.  

Salawu and Adekeye (2010) reported that some developing countries lack both financial and 

human resources to articulate and implement this goal, while a host of others is faced with the 

problem of political instability and refugee problems which make it impossible for the implementation 

to take place. In many others too, the implementation of the goal is impeded by some cultural 

practices, which manifest in different forms; early marriages, child abuse and child labour. Children 

are trained to rehearse adult roles through involvement in their parents’ social and economic activities, 

which provided them opportunities to act out behavior of matured adults. Psychologically, they help 

to provide the child with a sense of worth, pride and accomplishment ( Okafor, 2010).Child street 

hawking is looked upon as a kind of interdependent relationship with the parents/guardians, where 

children contribute to family income. It is a serious threat to the achievement of SDG4 in Sub-Sahara 

Africa. This is because children remain the most important raw materials for SDGs for all by the year 

2030. 

 Over 250 million children are out of school and 22% of them are of primary school age. Even, the 

children who are attending school are lacking basic skill in reading and math (SDGs Report 2015).In 

the past decades, appreciable progress has been recorded towards increasing access to education at all 

level and increasing enrollment rates in schools particularly for women and girls. The number of 

children out of school in sub-Sahara Africa is estimated to have dropped from 16.8million in 2000 to 

11.8million in 2015(www.unesco.org). Basic literacy has improved greatly yet greater efforts are 

needed for achieving universal education goal. The prolong attack of Nigerians by Herdsmen militia, 

especially in North East and North Central Geo–political zones of Nigeria have caused so many 

people being killed and displaced in their homes; survivors are sent to Internal Displace People’s 

camp (IDP) (Chinwokwu, 2019& Duru, 2018). Children are majority in virtually all the IDP camps. 

 

Methods 
A cross- sectional research design was used for this study. The study area was Aba urban, 

which comprises four Local Government Areas, namely: Aba South, Aba North, Osisioma and 

Ugwunagbo.  Aba is chosen for this study because it is one of the two most commercial cities in the 

South-East zone of Nigeria (Anyaogu, 2017). The sample size of 1108 was selected for the study, 

using proportionate sampling technique. The instruments for data collection used were set of 

questionnaire and in-depth interview.  The data were analyzed with the help of the Statistical Package 

in Social Sciences (SPSS) software. Chi-square (x
2
) statistics was used to determine the relationship 

of the variables at 0.05 level of significance.  

 

Data Presentation and Analysis 
 This section presents data analysis for this study. From the 1108copies of the questionnaire 

administered to the members of the public, 1038 copies of the questionnaire were clearly completed 

and returned and used in the analyses. This figure (1038) constitutes 93.7% return rate.  The data from 

the study are presented in the tables. 
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Factors Responsible for Child Street Hawking in Aba 

 
Fig. 1: Percentage distribution of factors responsible for child street hawking in Aba 

 Figure 1 shows that a large majority of the respondents (86.8%) were of the view that poverty is the 

main cause of child street hawking in Aba. A few of the respondents (5.8%) were of the opinion that 

unemployment/underemployment were the major causes of child street hawking. Other factors are: 

greed for wealth (2.6%), punishment of children (1.3%), large family size (1.8%) and all of the above 

(1.7%). This finding shows that poverty is the greatest cause of child street hawking in Aba.  

 

Table 1: Effects of child street hawking on a child’s schooling  

Effect on child’s schooling Frequency Percentage 

Lateness to school 270 16.2 

Low performance in school 279 16.8 

Drop out from school 255 15.3 

Disobedience to the teacher 107 6.4 

All of the above 753 45.3 

Total                  1,664 100.0 

Source: Field Survey, Anyaogu, 2017. 

Table 1 indicates the effect of child street hawking on a child’s schooling. A slight majority of 

the respondents (16.8%), were of the view that child street hawking leads to low performance in 

school. Other effects were lateness to school (16.2%), dropout from school(15.3%), disobedience to 

the teacher (6.4%) and all of the above (45.3%). These findings revealed that low performance in 

school is the most significant effect of child street hawking on the child participant.  
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Hypothesis One 

H1: Persons with low education are more likely to be favourably disposed tochild street 

hawking than those with high education 

Ho: Persons with low education are not more likely to be favourably disposed to child street hawking 

than those with high education. 

 

Table 2: Distribution of respondents according to educational qualification and disposition to 

child street hawking (% in parenthesis) 

Educational 

Qualification 

Disposition to child street hawking Total 

 Highly disposed Slightly disposed Not disposed  

Low Education 123 (54.9) 85 (16.6) 213 (70.5) 421 (40.6) 

 

High Education 101 (45.1) 427 (83.4) 89 (29.5) 617 (59.4) 

 

Total 224 (100.0) 512 (100.0) 302 (100.0) 1038 (100.0) 

 

Source:Adapted Field Survey, Anyaogu, 2017x
2
 = 253.551, df = 2, p = .000      cx

2 
= 5.991 

Table 2 shows that of all the respondents who were highly disposed to child street hawking, 

54.9% were of low education (qualification below Ordinary Diploma), while 45.1% were high 

education category (qualification above Ordinary Diploma). The chi-square statistics indicate that 

there is a significant deference (x
2
 = 253.551, df = 2, p = .000) between educational qualification and 

disposition to child street hawking. Chi-square test result shows that computedx
2
 = 253.551 is higher 

than the critical x
2
  = 5.991 and df=2. We then accept the hypothesis which says that persons with low 

education are more likely to be favourably disposed to child street hawking than those with high 

education. 

 

Hypothesis Two 

H1: Persons with low income are more likely to be favourably disposed to child street 

hawking than those of high income. 

Ho: Persons with low income are not more likely to be favourably disposed to child street hawking 

than those with high income.  

 

  

Child Street Hawking and Educational Component of Sustainable Development Goals in Aba Urban, Abia 

State, Nigeria 

 



8 
 

 

 

Nigerian Academic Forum, Volume 29 No 1, June, 2022. ISSN: 1596-3306 

Table 3: Distribution of respondents according to income and disposition to child street 

hawking (% in parenthesis) 

Monthly 

Income 

Disposition to child street hawking Total 

 Highly disposed Slightly 

disposed 

Not disposed  

Low Income 77 (66.4) 299 (53.9) 327 (89.1) 703 (67.7) 

 

High Income 39 (33.6) 256 (46.1) 40 (10.9) 335 (32.3) 

 

Total 116 (100.0) 555 (100.0) 367 (100.0) 1038 (100.0) 

 

Source: Adapted Anyaogu Field Survey, 2015x
2
 = 125.530, df = 2, p = .000     cx

2
=5.991 

Table 3 shows that of all the respondents that were highly disposed to child street hawking 

66.4% were of low income (monthly income less than N50, 000) while 33.6% were high income 

(monthly income N51, 000 and above). The chi-square statistics indicates that there is a significant 

difference (x
2
 = 125.530, df = 2, p = .000) between monthly income and disposition to child street 

hawking. Chi-square test result shows that computed x
2
 = 125.530 is higher than the critical x

2
 = 

5.991 and df=2. We then accept the hypothesis which says that persons with low income are more 

likely to be favourably disposed to child street hawking than those of high income. 

 

Discussion of the Findings 

Majority of the respondents (86.8%) viewed poverty as the main cause of child street hawking 

in the study areas. Others were unemployment (5.8%), greed for wealth (2.6%), punishment of 

children (1.3%), large family size (1.8%) and all of the above (1.7%).  This is in line with other 

studies, which revealed that poverty and unemployment were the main causes of child street hawking 

in Nigeria(Nduka & Duru, 2014; Ekpenyong & Sibiri, 2011). 

Similarly, the study also revealed that socio-demographic indices such as income and education were 

statistically significant variables to child street hawking. The study revealed that persons with low 

income and persons with low education were more favourably disposed to child street hawking than 

their respective counterparts. This report is consistent with UNICEF (2004) found that parents in low 

income households, because of poverty, cannot afford to provide for the education, nourishment and 

health related inputs of members of the household. In the same vein,Crosson (2008) shareda similar 

view by identifying a link between parents with marginal incomes and the imperative to push children 

into work so as to supplement family income.  

 

Conclusion 

  The study examined child street hawking and educational component of sustainable 

development goals in Aba urban, Abia State, Nigeria. The study revealed a high prevalence of child 

street hawking in the study area. The reason for the increase in the child street hawking is largely due 

to poverty. This is as a result of low income and low education of the parents of child hawkers. Child 

street hawking is functional to the parents/guardians for the additional family income and 

dysfunctional to the child’s education and wellbeing; and dysfunctional to the attainment of SDGs in 

Nigeria, particularly, in the study area. 

The consequences of child street hawking on the child participants are profound. Essentially, 

one of the major consequences of child street hawking was that the child’s hawkers’ educational 

achievement and opportunities are impaired, which affect the developmental processes of the child 

hawker both physically, socially, psychologically and morally. Ironically, children remain the major 

raw material for attainment of education component of Sustainable Development Goals. The 
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unpleasant experiences of these children, denied them of quality education rooted in the universal 

primary and secondary education which is the hallmark of SDG4 in Nigeria and beyond. 

  Two hypotheses were tested with chi-square (x
2
) statistics at 0.05 level significance. The 

study revealed that persons with low education and persons with low income were more favourably 

disposed to child street hawking than their respective counterparts. 

 

Recommendations 
Based on the findings, the following recommendations are made: 

 There should be more public enlightenment campaigns on the dangers associated with child  

street hawking by government and non- governmental agencies. 

 Government should create employment opportunities and establish vocational centers  so as   

to empower the people economically in the study area. 

 Government should ensure the full implementation of poverty alleviation programme, 

especially, in the study area.  

  The federal government free and compulsory education at primary and secondary school 

levels should be adequately funded and implemented in the state; this will enhance the attainment of 

educational component of SDGs in the study area. 
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